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HAz4w it Course Description

This course aims to increase students’ English reading comprehension and develop their ability to
use English efficiently. Students will also learn how to read and think critically. In addition to
some inspiring Chicken Soup stories, The 5 Second Rule summary, and a chapter from The Success
Principles, we will read critically essays, news reports, and TED speech transcripts about various
aspects of contemporary culture and discuss them cross-culturally. Issues to be discussed include
education, identity, technology, ethics, prejudice and discrimination, self-perception, gendered
relationships, and some current global issues such as North Korea, US travel ban, US-China trade war,
refugee debate, and Rohingya crisis. Students need to do two group presentations, five l-minute
individual presentations, and activities based on The 5 Second Rule and The Success Principles. They
are expected to come to each class prepared and participate vigorously in English in all the
discussions

A2 P &  Course Objectives

(DTo increase the breadth and depth of students’ English reading comprehension in a variety of
fields, and through contemporary culture.

(2)To develope the student‘s ability to use English language sources efficiently in future
professional endavors.
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¥ # i B # Teaching Schedule & Content

#F =% Week R % Subject/Topics # xRemarks
1 Introduction
Select Chicken Soup Stories ( “Knowing Where to Tap” , “Know Where
9 You' re Going!” , “Who You Are Makes a Difference” , “You Are a
Marvel” , “The Window” ); The 5 Second Rule (by Mel Robbins)
Summary; Principle 3: “Decide What You Want” (p30-41)
Reading and Writing Critically: “Reading Critically” , “The
3 Gettysburg Address” , “The Gettysburg Address and the War Against
Terrorism” , “A Guide to the Charlottesville Aftermath” , TED:

“How AI Can Save Our Humanity”

Education & Learning: (1) “Making the Grade” , (2) “What Advice
4 Do You Wish You' d Gotten When You Graduated from College? 25 TED
Speakers Answer.”

Transitions & Identity: (3) “Who Shall I Be?” , (4) TED: “The
5 Power of Diversity within Yourself” & TED: “Why I Fight for the
Education of Refugee Girls (Like Me)”




Technology: (5) TED: “How a Handful of Tech Companies Control
Billions of Minds Every Day” , (6) TED: “We’'re Building a Dystopia
Just to Make People Click on Ads”

Current Global Issues: (7) “Beyond Trump’ s Korea Fantasies” &
“Bigoted and Feckless, the Travel Ban Is Pure Trump” , (8) “How
Should Europe Respond to Trump’ s Bullying?” & “How the Far Right

Has Reshaped the Refugee Debate in Europe”

Learning Culture from a Movie

Mid-term Evaluation

10

(9) “How The U.S.-China Trade War Will Transform The Global
Economy” & “US-China Trade: China Is Building Bridges with the
World While the US Puts up Walls” , (10) “Rights Group Accuse
Myanmar of ‘Ethnic Cleansing’ in Rohingya Crackdown” &

“Rohingya Crisis: A Year Since It Shocked the World, What' s
Changed?”

11

Ethics, Morals, and Values: (11) “First and Last, Do No Harm” &

“Netherlands Sees Sharp Increase in People Choosing Euthanasia Due
to ‘Mental Health Problems’ ” , (12) “The Death Debate: Should
Terminal Patients Choose When to Die?”

12

Prejudice and Discrimination: (13) “Just Walk on By” , (14) TED:
“We Need to Talk about an Injustice”

13

(15) “A Woman from He-Dog” , (16) & “What We' re Missing in the
Debate about Immigration” , “What’s Missing in the Global Debate
over Refugees”

14

Self-Perception: (17) “You' re Short, Besides!” , (18) Selections
from The House on Mango Street ( “The House on Mango Street” &
“My Name” )

15

Gendered Relationships: (19) “Sex, Lies, and Conversation” , (20)

“ It s All about Democracy’ : Inside Gender Neutral Schools in
Sweden” & “What Happened When a Primary School Went Gender-
Neutral”

16

Presentations on Principle 3: “Decide What You Want”

17

Holiday, No Class

18

Semester Evaluation




% % K % Teaching Strategies

¥ P Lecture & 3 #Group Discussion |:| 289 Y Field Trip

H # Miscellaneous: Group Presentations. Individual Presentations, Multimedia Materials
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Textbook & Other References (Title, Author, Publisher, Agents, Remarks, etc.)
Books Used:

Ackley, Katherine Anne, ed. Essays from Contemporary Culture. bth edition. Boston: Thomson Heinle,
2004. Print.

Canfield, Jack & Janet Switzer. The Success Principles: How to Get from Where You Are to Where You
Want to Be.10th Anniversary ed. New York: Harper Collins, 2015. Print.

Canfield, Jack & Mark Victor Hansen, eds. Chicken Soup for the Soul. Deerfield Beach, FIl.: Health
Communications, Inc., 1993. Print.

Canfield, Jack, et al., eds. Chicken Soup for the College Soul. Deerfield Beach, Fl.: Health
Communications, Inc., 1999. Print.
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